
READING - Knowledge and Key Skills 

Whole School Progression 
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▪ I like singing nursery rhymes and 
songs.  

▪ I can join in with rhymes and I 
recognise when words start the 
same, like ‘big boat’ and ‘tall tower’.  

▪ I can clap my hands to match the 
sounds in words, like 2 claps for “he-
llo”.  

▪ I can listen and join in when we read 
books and sing rhymes.  

▪ I can recognise my own name and 
words that are special to me, like 
“mummy” and my favourite shops 
and foods.  

▪ I hold the book the right way up and 
turn the pages carefully when I look 
at it on my own.  

▪ I know that the words in the book tell 
me things and where the words start 
on the page. 

▪ I can tell you lots of words 
that rhyme with a word like 
“hat”.  

▪ I can hear and tell you the 
first sound in a word when 
you say the word.  

▪ I can say each of the sounds 
in a short word like “cat”. 
When you say each of the 
sounds like “c-a-t” I can put 
the sounds together and tell 
you the word. I can write 
each of the letters I need to 
write the word.  

▪ I can read short sentences 
which are made of up words 
like “the” or “and” and words 
that I can say each of the 
sounds in like “hat” or “dog”.  

▪ I can apply my phonetic knowledge and skills as the route to 
decode words. 

▪ I can match all 40+ graphemes to their phonemes speedily. 

▪ I can blend sounds in unfamiliar words that contain GPCs that 
have been taught. 

▪ I can read common exception words. 

▪ I can divide words into syllables.  

▪ I can read compound words.  

▪ I can read words with contractions and understand that the 
apostrophe represents the missing letters.  

▪ I can read phonetically decodable words.  

▪ I can read words that end with ‘-s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er, -est’ 

▪ I can read words which start with un-.  

▪ I can add –ing, -ed and –er to verbs. (Where no change is needed 
to the root word)  

▪ I can read words of more than one syllable that contain taught 
GPCs.  

▪ I can read aloud accurately books that are consistent to their 
developing phonic knowledge. 

▪ I build up my fluency and confidence in word reading by reading 
these books. 

▪ I can decode automatically and fluently.  

▪ I can blend sounds in words that contain the graphemes we have learnt.  

▪ I can recognise and read alternative sounds for graphemes.   

▪ I can read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the 
same GPCs.  

▪ I can read words with common suffixes.  

▪ I can read further common exception words.  

▪ I can read and comment on unusual correspondence between grapheme 
and phoneme.  

▪ I read most words quickly and accurately when I have read them before 
without sounding out and blending.   

▪ I can read most suitable books accurately, showing fluency and 
confidence.  
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▪ I can join in with my favourite stories 
and guess what will happen next.  

▪ I know that stories have beginnings 
and endings and sometimes I guess 
how the story will end.  

▪ I can listen to longer stories and talk 
about them.  

▪ I can talk about the places and 
people in stories and the important 
things that are happening.  

▪ I like to look at the pictures and 
words in books. I can show you 
words when we are outdoors. 

▪ I know that books can tell me things 
like the names of cars I am interested 
in.  

▪ I use my favourite stories to 
help me make up my own 
stories when I am dressing up 
or using toy people or 
animals.  

▪ I like to share different books 
like comics, stories, rhymes, 
poems, facts books and 
magazines with you. 

▪ When I am interested in 
things, I can look in books or 
on websites to find out more 
things. 

▪ I can listen to and discuss a wide range of poems, stories and 
non-fiction at a level that is beyond my own ability. 

▪ I can say what I like and do not like about a text.  

▪ I can link what I have heard or read to my own experiences.  

▪ I can retell key stories orally using narrative language.   

▪ I can talk about the main characters within a well-known story.  

▪ I recognise and join in with predictable phrases. 

▪ I can learn some poems and rhymes by heart.  

▪ I can use what I already know to understand texts and word 
meanings. 

▪ I can check that my reading makes sense and go back to correct 
myself when it doesn’t.  

▪ I can draw inferences from the text and/or the illustrations.  

▪ I can make predictions about the events in the text.  

▪ I can explain what I think a text is about.  

▪ I can talk about and give an opinion on a range of texts.  

▪ I can discuss the sequence of events in books and how they relate to each 
other.  

▪ I use prior knowledge, including context and vocabulary, to understand 
texts.   

▪ I can retell stories, including fairy stories and traditional tales.  

▪ I can read for meaning and check that the text makes sense.  I go back 
and re-read when it does not make sense.  

▪ I can find recurring language in stories and poems.  

▪ I can talk about my favourite words and phrases in stories and poems.  

▪ I can recite some poems by heart, with appropriate intonation.  

▪ I can answer and ask questions about the text.  

▪ I can make predictions based on what I have read.  

▪ I can draw (simple) inferences from illustrations, events, characters’ 
actions and speech. 


